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Staff: Authors' Biographical Notes

AUTHORS’ BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)

Laura Merrifield Wilson is an associate professor of political science at the
University of Indianapolis, where she also serves as the assistant director for
fellowships for the Strain Honors College, as pre-law advisor, and as the faculty
coleader of the Gender Center. Her specializations include gender politics, campaigns
and elections, and state government. In addition to these academic specialties, she has a
passion for social justice issues and civic engagement.
Bruce Bigelow retired from the History and Anthropology Department of Butler
University in 2020 after 40 years as a professor. His specialties are American
Midwest history, cultural regions in the United States, the American Civil War, and
the American empire. His publications focus on the historical cultural geography of
19th-century Indiana. Among his journal articles are studies of New England
Yankees, Methodists, Pennsylvania Germans, cultural regions, and who in Indiana
voted for Lincoln.
Brooke E. Mathna is an assistant professor in the Department of Sociology,
Anthropology, and Criminal Justice Studies at Longwood University, where she has
been a faculty member since 2020. Brooke completed her PhD in criminology and
criminal justice at Indiana University of Pennsylvania in 2017. Her current research
interests focus on theoretical criminology, policing, and pedagogical strategies. Most
recently, her work regarding police accountability and body-worn cameras has been
published in the peer-reviewed journal American Journal of Qualitative Research. Her
work has also been published in peer-reviewed journals such as Victims & Offenders,
Criminal Justice Policy Review, and Policing: An International Journal of Police
Strategies & Management.
Jennifer J. Roberts is a professor in the Criminology and Criminal Justice Department
at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where she has been a faculty member since
2000. Her current research interests focus on survey methods with criminal justice
populations. Her peer-reviewed work has appeared in publications such as Journal of
Quantitative Criminology, Journal of Criminal Justice, Journal of Crime and Justice,
Victims & Offenders, Journal of Child & Family Studies, and Applied Psychology in
Criminal Justice.
Marthinus C. Koen is an assistant professor in the Criminal Justice Department at the
State University of New York at Oswego, where he has been a faculty member since
2020. Marthinus completed his PhD in criminology, law and society at George Mason
University in 2016. He teaches courses in research methods, statistics, law enforcement,
and criminal justice technology. His research focuses on how criminal justice
organizations are affected by innovation and reform. Most recently, his work regarding
police accountability and body-worn cameras has been published in the peer-reviewed
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journal American Journal of Qualitative Research. He has also recently had work
regarding body-worn cameras and organizational change published in the peerreviewed journal Policing and Society.
Randy Mills is a Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Oakland City
University. He has authored more than 80 professional articles and nine books on
historical topics concerning Indiana and the Midwest, including military history,
frontier history, and labor history. He is a 2006 recipient of the George C. Roberts
Award given by the Indiana Academy of the Social Sciences, as well as a 2018
recipient of the Dorothy Riker Hoosier Historian Award given by the Indiana
Historical Society.
Margaret Pollak is an assistant professor of anthropology at Indiana University Northwest.
She is a medical anthropologist who has worked with Chicago’s Native American population
since 2007, studying the care for diabetes in an urban Native environment.
J. Michael Raley, Associate Professor, Hanover College Department of History and
Medieval and Renaissance Studies Program, earned his PhD from the University of
Chicago in 2007 and is currently president of the Indiana Association of Historians. His
courses focus on topics related to medieval and early modern European and world
history, the history of Africa, the modern West, and the history of human rights. His
articles and reviews have appeared in the Sixteenth Century Journal, Journal of World
History, Journal of Southern Religion, and Ons Geestelijk Erf (Our Spiritual Heritage,
Antwerp, Belgium). His books include Montesinos’ Legacy: Defining and Defending
Human Rights for 500 Years (2015), which he coedited with Dana Aspinall and Edward
C. Lorenz.
Evelyn Ravuri is a professor of geography at Saginaw Valley State University in
Michigan. Her specialties include race/ethnicity, migration, and community planning.
Beau Shine is an assistant professor of criminal justice and homeland security (CJHS)
at Indiana University Kokomo. Although he teaches a host of courses in CJHS, both
face-to-face and online, his focus is on corrections, special topics, and internships. His
research is applied and focuses on community engagement and the promotion of
criminal justice reform through evidence-based practices at the local and regional
levels. In addition to prioritizing partnerships with criminal justice departments and
agencies, Dr. Shine pursues opportunities to collaborate with nonprofit programs and
organizations focused on addressing the needs of special populations in criminal
justice, social services for offenders, reentry, and lowering recidivism.
David McClough is the James F. Dicke Associate Professor of Economics at Ohio
Northern University. His PhD (University of Southern California) is in political
economy and public policy, and his research has focused primarily on labor economics
and pedagogy.
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